
Parents,   

 

First and foremost, I would like to thank all of you for your continued flexibility and understanding as we continue 

to work through a time when numerous positive COVID cases are significantly impacting the operations of our 

schools and you individually as parents - due to your son or daughter being sent home due to illness, being 

considered a close contact, or have receiving a positive COVID test.  In that vein, our principals, secretaries, and 

school nurse have spent a great deal of time working with parents these past few weeks testing symptomatic students 

as well as those considered close contacts.  With Pend Oreille County reaching 150 active cases over the past two 

weeks, we will continue to see positive cases and close contacts in our schools.  So that you can prepare in the 

instance your child is symptomatic, has tested positive, or has been identified as a close contact, the following page 

explains COVID Screening Guidance from the Department of Health outlines how each case will be handled in the 

Newport School District. 

 

Over the past two weeks, our district has been informed of several positive cases which have led to a large number of 

identified close contacts.  As I mentioned last week, the numbers we are seeing in the first two weeks far exceeds 

what we experienced all of last year.  We are doing everything we can to bring this trend down in our schools and we 

ask that you highly consider the following three strategies: 

 

MASKING 

Please mask up and emphasize the importance of this with your children.  Masking considerably reduces the spread 

of COVID as well as your chances of getting the virus. In addition, when our principals contact trace, one of the 

main factors in determining a close contact is whether or not the students around the close contact were wearing a 

face covering.  Those students consistently wearing masks and staying three feet apart are not considered a close 

contact and may stay at school.  If students are unmasked, we must consider them a close contact and send them 

home; so please help us in this regard.     

 

VACCINATIONS 

Students twelve years and older as well as adults can receive vaccinations with approval of children five and up 

possibly coming later this fall.  I would ask that you consider this option.  Not only will it greatly reduce the 

possibility of illness associated with COVID, it further reduces transmission. Additionally, as you can see in the 

information on the next page, vaccinated individuals do not have to quarantine if they are a close contact which 

significantly reduces the amount of time away from school.   

 

TESTING 

In addition to testing symptomatic students at school, we have also had parents make appointments to have their 

children tested at school if they become symptomatic at home.  We want to continue to encourage this.  We will 

conduct a rapid test, receiving results within 15 minutes.  If the result of a rapid test is positive, we accept this as 

positive.  If the rapid test is negative, we will also do a PCR test with results coming back between 48 and 72 hours.  

If you are a close contact and are asymptomatic and plan on testing in order to return to school, please have your son 

or daughter tested at school. 

 

To sum up this communication, again, I want to express my thanks for being patient and supportive as we work 

through this.  We will continue to keep you updated in the coming weeks with hopes that we see a downward trend 

in cases in our community - and that cases involving students and or teachers do not force a disruption to your son or 

daughter's education.   

 

Regards, 

Dave Smith 



Updated September 17, 2021 

COVID SCREENING PROTOCOL FOR STAFF AND/OR STUDENTS 
 

I have tested positive: 
 WITH symptoms, I must isolate for 10 days after the symptoms began, returning to work or school on 

the 11th day after symptoms have improved and I have been fever-free for 24 hours without use of fever-

reducing medication. 

 WITHOUT symptoms, I must isolate for 10 days starting the day the test was performed.  

I am a close contact: 

1. I am vaccinated: 

 I do not have to quarantine. I should be tested 3-5 days following exposure.  

2. I am not vaccinated: 

 I need to quarantine for 10-14* days after close contact with a positive person.  

*If I choose not to get tested and remain asymptomatic for 10 full days, I may return to school on 

day 11 from exposure. 

*If symptoms do not develop 5 days after exposure, and I chose to get tested, if I receive a negative 

PCR test result, I may end my quarantine 7 days after exposure and can return on the 8th day. I will 

continue to monitor for symptoms until the 14th day.  

3. I have proof that I have tested positive within the last 3 months: 

 I do not have to quarantine. I should be tested 3-5 days following exposure and need to wear a mask in 

all public indoor spaces until I receive a negative test and for 14 days.  

I have COVID symptoms: 
 After I have received a negative PCR test, I may return to work or school after symptoms have improved and I have 

been fever-free for 24 hours without use of fever-reducing medication.  

 If I am a close contact and develop symptoms, please stay home and notify the school and contact your doctor for 

evaluation and testing for COVID-19 infection. 

 If I chose not to get tested, I must isolate for 10 days after the symptoms began, returning to work or 

school on the 11th day after symptoms have improved and I have been fever-free for 24 hours without 

use of fever-reducing medication. 

Definitions: 

Infectious Period: Begins 48 hours prior to symptom onset. 

Close Contact: Someone who was within three feet of a person with COVID-19 for at least 15 cumulative minutes 

over a 24-hour period. This definition applies regardless of whether the case or contact was wearing a mask. For 

example, distancing of 3’ or more with both people wearing masks in not a close contact situation. Please see the 

examples below as the following situations would be considered meeting the definition of a close contact: 

 Students in an indoor classroom within 3’ of a confirmed COVID-19 case, regardless of mask usage. 

 Students 3’- 6’ from a COVID-19 positive student in an indoor classroom when either is improperly wearing of 

mask. 

 A person 0’- 6’ from a COVID-19 positive case in any setting other than an indoor classroom (e.g., cafeteria, 

outside, sports, transportation), regardless of mask use. 

 

COVID-19 Signs/Symptoms (not related to another condition) 

 Fever (100.4 F or higher) or chills 

 Cough 

 Loss of sense of taste and /or smell 

 Shortness of breath/difficulty breathing  

 Unusual fatigue 

 Headache  

 

 Muscle or body aches 

 Sore throat 

 Congestion or runny nose 

 Nausea or vomiting 

 Diarrhea 

 


